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of eldest son of the Church and hereditary foe of Cossacks were
almost equally congenial, was an eager, and sometimes an
insistent, ally. Uncertain doves of peace hovered between
London and Vienna. But the Turks were firm; the fierce
ambassador withdrew; a Russian army passed the Turkish
frontier; and the protecting fleets of France and England
sailed up the Narrows of the Dardanelles and anchored off
Constantinople.

Whilst England drifted into war, Lord Palmerston was
almost unnaturally well-behaved under the provocation of
the dismal succession of half-measures by which Lord
Aberdeen pursued his blameless ends. His own views may
be imagined. He was not likely to concur whole-heartedly
in " waiting timidly and submissively at the back door while
Russia is violently, threateningly, and arrogantly forcing her
way into the house "; he had his own opinion of " the
robber who declares that he will not leave the house until the
policeman shall have first retired from the courtyard "; and
the old Canningite insisted that " if Lord Liverpool's govern-
ment had so acted in regard to the Provisional Government
of Spain, we should never have driven the French out of the
Peninsula." But he expressed himself with extreme
discretion. Even Mr. Greville had some difficulty in as-
certaining his opinions. He was assiduous in canvassing his
colleagues. From time to time there was a protest or a
proposal; and Lady Palmerston informed the world that" if
Palmerston had had the management of it, all would have been
settled long ago." He corresponded assiduously (but never
insistently) with Clarendon, who had succeeded Russell at
the Foreign Office; and even Aberdeen admitted that
" Palmerston urged his views perseveringly, but not dis-
agreeably."

These mysteries were slowly unfolded to the public mind.
Its interest was mild at first. For other matters crowded on
its limited attention; and all, oddly enough, revived a
friendly memory of Palmerston. There was a new Napoleon,
who might assemble a new Army of England at Boulogne.
But Palmerston was sound on home defence and wooden walls